
TRUCKEE RIVER BASIN, LAKE TAHOE

10336610 UPPER TRUCKEE RIVER AT SOUTH LAKE TAHOE, CA

LOCATION.--Lat 38°55'21", long 119°59'26" referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in NW ¼ SE ¼ sec. 04, T.12 N., R.18 E., El Dorado County, 
Hydrologic Unit 16050101, on left bank, 200 ft downstream from U.S. Highway 50 Bridge, 1.0 mi northeast of South Lake Tahoe Post Office, and 1.4 mi 
upstream from Lake Tahoe. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--54.9 mi2. 

WATER-DISCHARGE RECORDS

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1971 to September 1974, October 1976 to June 1977, October 1977 to June 1978, March 1980 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 6,229.04 ft above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. Prior to April 26, 1984, at datum 2.00 ft higher. 
Prior to October 19, 1993, at site 200 ft upstream at same datum. 

REMARKS.--Records fair except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Two small dams may cause slight regulation at times. Some small diversions 
for domestic use upstream from station. Echo Lake conduit (station 11434500) diverts from Echo Lake (station 10336608), to South Fork American River 
Basin. See schematic diagram of Truckee River Basin, Lake Tahoe and Truckee River Basin.

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 5,480 ft3/s, January 2, 1997, gage height, 9.95 ft; minimum daily, 0.01 ft3/s, 
September. 6, 2001. 

PEAK DISCHARGES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 300 ft3/s and maximum (*): 

    

   

Date Time
Discharge

(ft3/s)
Gage height

(ft) Date Time
Discharge

(ft3/s)
Gage height

(ft)

May 5 0245 386 3.61 May 28 1145 *390 *3.63

DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2003 TO SEPTEMBER 2004

DAILY MEAN VALUES

DAY OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP

1 6.9 7.4 7.5 e23 19 47 171 217 e165 38 5.7 1.5
2 6.4 7.3 7.8 e23 19 48 149 251 e159 35 5.4 1.5
3 6.6 9.0 7.3 e23 40 46 148 289 157 36 5.2 1.3
4 6.4 7.9 6.9 e22 39 44 170 314 156 34 4.9 1.3
5 5.2 12 13 e23 e40 44 194 340 149 31 4.7 1.4

6 5.3 e15 e15 e23 e39 46 199 303 143 30 4.6 1.8
7 5.2 e18 e18 e24 e38 50 180 221 136 27 4.2 1.8
8 5.0 e20 e20 e24 e38 57 190 223 116 25 4.3 1.5
9 5.3 e20 e20 e25 e36 66 192 235 107 24 4.3 1.3

10 4.2 e20 e20 e25 e34 78 195 233 99 22 3.8 1.3

11 4.9 22 e20 e26 e32 87 187 191 92 21 3.5 1.3
12 5.2 19 e20 e27 e30 92 195 173 89 20 3.4 1.4
13 5.2 17 e20 e28 e29 98 200 168 86 20 3.3 1.3
14 5.6 16 e20 e31 e28 108 179 182 88 19 3.5 1.3
15 5.8 17 e20 33 26 129 162 195 87 18 3.1 1.4

16 5.5 16 e20 30 40 141 146 196 86 18 3.7 1.4
17 5.6 14 e21 28 93 147 138 207 84 18 3.2 1.5
18 5.6 14 25 25 80 160 129 194 79 17 3.0 1.4
19 5.3 14 19 24 72 190 122 174 76 16 3.0 1.2
20 4.7 17 21 22 62 192 125 172 74 15 3.1 2.0

21 4.9 16 22 21 55 212 128 164 69 14 2.5 2.7
22 5.4 12 20 e20 51 229 124 162 64 13 2.5 2.6
23 5.3 14 18 e20 47 235 117 168 64 11 3.5 2.5
24 5.9 14 e18 20 45 225 126 165 e58 11 2.2 2.6
25 5.6 11 e20 21 42 200 145 161 e53 10 2.3 2.5

26 5.6 8.5 e22 e20 e42 179 172 157 47 9.2 2.1 2.6
27 5.3 11 e22 20 e43 156 203 169 44 8.0 2.0 2.5
28 5.4 5.7 e22 e20 e44 145 238 289 40 7.8 2.2 3.4
29 5.3 6.7 e22 20 e44 148 231 224 38 6.8 2.1 4.2
30 4.6 7.7 e22 21 --- 166 204 182 39 6.4 e2.0 4.8
31 6.0 --- e22 20 --- 172 --- e175 --- 6.0 1.6 ---

TOTAL 169.2 409.2 571.5 732 1,247 3,937 5,059 6,494 2,744 587.2 104.9 59.3
MEAN 5.46 13.6 18.4 23.6 43.0 127 169 209 91.5 18.9 3.38 1.98
MAX 6.9 22 25 33 93 235 238 340 165 38 5.7 4.8
MIN 4.2 5.7 6.9 20 19 44 117 157 38 6.0 1.6 1.2
AC-FT 336 812 1,130 1,450 2,470 7,810 10,030 12,880 5,440 1,160 208 118

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1972 - 2004, BY WATER YEAR (WY)

MEAN 14.6 38.2 47.5 63.9 66.6 106 165 301 250 83.2 19.4 12.3
MAX 72.1 225 218 484 307 305 300 567 795 448 102 55.3
(WY) (1983) (1984) (1982) (1997) (1986) (1986) (1982) (1982) (1983) (1995) (1983) (1983)
MIN 2.60 7.36 8.07 8.00 10.5 21.2 64.0 55.3 23.5 4.65 0.51 0.55
(WY) (1989) (1991) (1991) (1991) (1991) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1992) (1994) (2001) (2001)
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SUMMARY STATISTICS FOR 2003 CALENDAR YEAR FOR 2004 WATER YEAR WATER YEARS 1972 - 2004

ANNUAL TOTAL 30,027.0 22,114.3
ANNUAL MEAN 82.3 60.4 98.9
HIGHEST ANNUAL MEAN 203        1983
LOWEST ANNUAL MEAN 29.2        1988
HIGHEST DAILY MEAN 676 May 30 340 May 5 3,150 Jan 2, 1997
LOWEST DAILY MEAN 4.0 Aug 29 1.2 Sep 19 0.01 Sep 6, 2001
ANNUAL SEVEN-DAY MINIMUM 4.2 Aug 25 1.3 Sep 9 0.11 Sep 5, 2001
MAXIMUM PEAK FLOW 390 May 28 5,480 Jan 2, 1997
MAXIMUM PEAK STAGE 3.63 May 28 9.95 Jan 2, 1997
ANNUAL RUNOFF (AC-FT) 59,560 43,860 71,680
10 PERCENT EXCEEDS 195 184 264
50 PERCENT EXCEEDS 36 22 37
90 PERCENT EXCEEDS 5.5 2.7 6.5

e Estimated
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